ock tower of
sr “Big Ben”,
the name of
je the clock.
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The clock has been
ticking since 1859.
It keeps very

good time.
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Hello! there's Me. and that's my mum! We've just

got off the bus in Westminster — in the heart of central London!
A tall clock strikes. “That’s %lg iﬁen." Mum tells me.

“It’s eleven o’clock. Good, we’re just in time...”
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Over a thousand . ‘ ]n rﬁ ID
trees grow in |ﬁ m k
St James's Park. P W
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“Hello!” | say.
Fr X W “That’s a pelican,” Mum says. (8

“In time for what?” | want to know. ‘ B o h = o g
“Wait and see!” Mum smiles i S Its very rare to (e
€ = ’ s »” Q g
This way - through St James’s Park. nid
The park is full of water, o
3 5 3 . \
N @
S o {‘ : ’
| The first
Al » pelicans to live in
. 3 / St James's Park were given
I S .‘ . to King Charles Il in 1664
- by the Russian Ambassador.
/) S— & i \ ‘-
e ’ +. S N PR
:’s ‘v \\: ‘ ® \ - N % S — 3




: A flag always flies above the Palace. There are two flags - one for when
p; .(ﬁ the monarch’s away, and this one for when the monarch’s in London. ;
“Here we are!” Mum says. We've reached the blggest house I've ever seen! t’

%&w&y&n’p @aéce is where the royal family

Buckingham Palace has 775 rooms, including the Thr,

live,” Mum tells me. “Every day, new sentries } S e R s Mi::cRizz‘m;’::ec“:i:;‘:':L'::l';;‘;en Pene G
come to guard it — and there’s a ceremony ] € (P T [CT200 Uz i
called the Changing of the Guard.” : . oo ‘ 2 :

In the yard, a smart black car is waiting. ‘ - A : : =1 "
“l think the royal family are going for a M ‘ﬁ\ i M N & “ B H , H -

drive!” | say. mE omm g MY N O§ ‘
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Not many people know that London’s official central point is on
a roundabout just south of Trafalgar Square.

After the ceremony, Mum takes me to a special place to stand.
" “Now you're standing at the very centre
— of the centre -
of London!” she tells me.

We listen to a visitor reading from his guide book:
“From this spot, Manchester is 296 kilometres, Rome is 1,799,
Sydney is 16,898 and the moon is about 386,000...”

= Fog Admiral Nelson die

This column wit

Four lions lie round the statue's

base to guard it. They are mad:

out of bronze which is kept shi
" by all the visitors who come
to sit on them.

e,

We cross the traffic
and | start to run. There are
fountains and some
lions | want to

y : sit on!



I'm really hungry! Mum takes me to a café where you
can sit outside to eat. We ask for fish and chips.

“This is COVENT GARDEN PIAZZA,” Mum says.
“No cars allowed!”

Not many roads in London are
closed to traffic, but Covent
Garden Piazza is

one of them.

.

Until 1974,
London’s biggest

Instead the road is full of
acrobats and jugglers...

fruit-and-flower
market was held

here every day.

Street
entertainers

are allowed to |
perform in Covent

is one of the most
popular meals in 3

Britain. About 300 millio

servings are eaten edc

Garden every day
, except Christmas




\_ondon is
Europe’s third-

rainiest Y-
About 580
millimetres o

cain falls here

every Y9
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Te 0Jde ‘the City’. The City’s full of history.”

Cheshire It's full of sunshine too!
East of the dragon, | 5 4 | 75 Clogese The rain has gone ’
it's called Fleet Street ? i 5 / | ". S ; : e SR awauy. ’,
Erdiiepsncsdels It’s nice and dry under our new : s il A ey v
vt umbrella. But “Careful, there's : i s : : £ B colled the
[ o : v i ¢ Square Mile,

a dragon!” | warn Mum. [[FESESEEN Ny B .o
I / i how big it is.

“So far we’'ve walked in
Westminster,” Mum laughs,
“but if we step beyond

the statue, we’ll be

in the oldest part

of London ...

| ity e

I £y g
Corwd hoa.

The City
boundary
is called
Temple Bar.
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There has been NeXt we reac,‘, a ///// = —
sisattisdlen huge stone church! k| \)/\'/ = =
this site for over L s -3 /
1,400 years. “We're at ST PAUL'S ' S+ | 17| |- —
o e it =
CATHEDRAL” T :
1 L~
Mum tells me. =
.. , - e 1 77
Let’s go in ... = b //[: g 3 o
= T / 3 2
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A whisper against
the wall on one side

of the dome can be
heard 32 metres
away on the other.

there’s a Whispering Gallery inside.”

We climb round
and round §

=

¢

\ :

p
and round,
until we’re in the dome.

dome weighs about
64,000 tonnes.

The Cathedral ‘ Z
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