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For as /(-"n_-} as I can remember I have
dreantt e fj.—-ruxi lons in f/‘v' (.\_y’/’:‘{_ :'_' S
J
""..‘o’"z‘ Zhe last Vear ’.'-//'u/'lm‘nr«'] ' fr,;p‘
Tomorrew I // 1y Lo Kensa in €ast Hirica.
The lions I am geng o visit live in 2he
Masa Mara Game Keserve near Kensa s
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'7719 cword Mara rrecns

Spclted which refurs
fo Che Z‘/)ory GGG
lrees Zh are Aol s
Ner Zhe /"WSCt‘,pg,

'
fec/ destindtion fo

lions. IZS rivers revar dr

Lhey provide a caf";«% ¢5 o . Bl W
wild animdls. The forest . \ "N\ " /; h

beside the Mara Ker swupport

I arrived in Kenya yesfera(cy. Noew :tvs .I" ‘
am Lravelling exth are abocdt to board a s/ o/

Zo Navasha. Frosr there cwe will drive overland to the Masa . (
Mara. The Mara is dfrica's largest game reserve and covers Acoacia tFrees on
rnearly 4,500 Spuare Kilometres of savannal grass/and. the Masa Mara

wambua asés wus to Keep with Kim
@ all Cires dmd net Yo forget f/m't
Che amwmals are wxid and can e
vary JW3> e /3o told ws
nott to lacve Lhings hpng arownd
especially at camp, becatise
monkeys will steal ansthing!
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I awxias arized ¢
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/?',"'FQS @e one c,/‘(/n P

feared ammals ,, A it
Y/:'/J;Jos Frcve atlac fad PO‘
who 3e( betesean Tl ey ::IE
the witer. Anparently e
pecple are e a0 Ve &
Aippos than by any cthe
African ammal, I2's fod
To believa!

I a/mest rvssed Seeing
hs crocodile. It axas on
Che ban¥, tinder some
bushes but i was as stil/
as a Stlalue.

Eplier we crossed the Mara Cver by bodd. te Saw ~

Crocodifes resting on the river bark and a herd of

hppos Lhadt plunged into the water as we Gporodac fed. (
I=5- éce,o {

n rretd or re/ww"g in the river. li

lecve /e river ?o graze on ' Fre 3"(25\5 .

Wambua told wus that detring the day fipo
coal éy (u((//otuﬂg
H? deesk hey
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Heter a short Cref z‘/rroag/r Zhe Forest coe crrived

: @@ /e ¢"(W,05:'fe. We ‘Ve tiJ‘I'u'lséd oy lan?s
wiilerfiole. I anrr amazed at Hoeo PRy birds ¢

ey &

frop e

4
are = Chey Seer o be evervwhere, tdaméeea Sass {

2hat gradfes, elephats,
zedras, fnppos and
wart /.'(73:5 all come here
Zo drink and graze.

Last ru'g/rf T wiis So excited 2hat I
barely Slept. Just before daséreck I
Aeard noises and peeked owt of y
Zurt. Jees? owtSide were Cuo Sush
balias! One had got its head Steck
inSide a 3/(3.55 and coobbled the tabl=
S much 2ha o fell over, .Sc/dfnj
bath bush babies and /e glass
cras/vng to ?he 3.ro(lnd.‘ T e
Commalion Sent Them flecing irlo
the bushi
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b The swun is rsing ever the Masa Mara a5 we set
oA for cwr £irst early morn:"g game drive. te are
all excited. te drive in silence for about 20
muncttes cridi! the Jee? Slows down and
Wambua poirds! There, JUST in Fromt of
uUS, are Two lions /yi'g in Che qrass, a male

and female (of lfioness), tlambea Sass they are )

aboedt tuwo Yers old. They are guite relived d?{d
T owk F
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TE's late afternoon and e re of ¥
in 2he V,-'ee,o (13{2{”. tlambea Spols a

lion Kill (& zebra) and drives
w3 closen I cannct believe

our luck — a mother and cud

are feed/rg on The zedra.
The cud is co,oyifg s
mather, z.‘ryr"g o learn Ao
lo eatl swuch 4 large crimal!

"u In the hedd o/'. 2/1e o THP
\ (wnna/5 rest. 7/}0y e more /lé
i \ P te Seen in Lhe eq A morm e

W2 a kBl i S now i
' ‘ Fimr Phe cadeit lions
Jiite cflerncon, tambi Zalls a:' 2o el FirsSt
Sonelimes a4 mie
wnll Pake The prey For
limselt, amd Che
cwbs have o wxw?
their Petrn to edl
whdever i3 lef?.
o hen porey 3 Scarce,
the cebs 3«:# very "
e food and Zley Y|
ran die of Starvadion.

\ that female lions do ma % or

TS i35 Lhe bast das of my life!l &la
have alrecdy Seen picte lfions Z2han I Aad
evar inmymd‘ ,05\5.5:'.5/.- and it's only owur
first day. The rronkeys Scatlter as we

| ) L return to camp bt we Ve had another
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Thanks o its c‘o/cz/rin_rj,
a lion is cameutiaged
c‘gt‘("n.sf Zhe Call I/e.'/"/(w.\,-
Brewon Savanni grasses.
THis makes ¢ difFicedt
for ws to Spot Cher.
Lions' prey can also be

fird Yo See,
Surprisingly, zebra
markings act as
camoa/‘/(ge loo.
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//dgers

wambua told wus 2ha ad Y '®
lions are coalor=Alind ,’(hmtx'equ L ' :/:/' - A‘ The Masa ‘,')eo;)/e @re ”’Q"/}/ cattle
) AR and d wlays
So a zebra s black - ,g,; - ;(pz;x % ﬁr (:'5_' Youmiass ﬁ"Z,
) y phant = : Hpplene Wb inConte S Se. ng
and ehite stripes ENPIIVE Gnd cgrp s T i beads, masks and carvings to
. — F-5 1 . ’
can look like a patch — Woghe | Ve ncoly \ e, Masa honrte Courists ~Lbouglrt
O{‘SI‘Q\S\S fo & 2 PR Sy b "z iy‘p'ca a éca;z(,-/}z/
/MI':?"V lion. (£ sl s ol cwoaden lan,
! tambeea took ws to visit a Masa

'.‘r//cge. The Masa weamen Seild he
howses ot of branches, Cavgs and

nesday 1424
Grass beretnd z’ojef/ser 5}/ fad=T) durg.

“)ed st 6 AM

Auat
s early mormeg, yet
Che savarnah is incredibly het. & g

[
Zz an/(b‘f I wore ~y At ard i z Ve Seepn:
Sungfasses! It 5 the siddle Lions, cheatahs, rlvnocerases, elephants,

of the dry Season - the ealer butfujoes, graffes, fuppas, Ayenis,
grasses look a/most dead. oStriches, zebras, elinds, impalas, wvldeboe 7, .
- wxtthogs and baboons. J ‘J




3 . Only rrile lions Grow mares - the
long fxer rowund Lheir face ¢ha
covars their hedd, neck and
shoetlders. plambiea told ces that the
prines of Masa Mara lions are offe,
darkar Chan lions fram other pats

< ot Hfrica.
Ly, L.
i l. ¥ ‘ » ‘
) Y y —
3 L b R
’ a : 3 >\“\
" - o e, R '
R k] ‘ L ! ——
. F ... v as
\ Y S o

I can understand wty
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Lions are the only cats that e e
live in family Groups, called
pPrides. A pride can includes 2P
Yo Zhree males, Cwelve or more

Females and ?heir yeung.

;:—f/kg,a\s S0 Sl
O Coersing. T
3 ry freln
ST Ay Py loak o,
')
WV The coeks, net s
TACr o i

L=t Y

pEpEEERORS



-

. rri
EvEreepr R FF

\ |
-~ 4 R \
‘ \
(tx? A
. v
| 3
"
‘ \ > o -l‘.‘
; ¥ (N
| “‘ - -.V"‘}'!
’ w y ‘\‘ |8
\ \ 3 N ’ ’ ‘té '
| / ’ ‘ gf

o

obhers and cub

/ fre lionesses in a pride ymra//y 3«'V¢
birth at aboet the same time. When a
lioness is ready, she £inds a sheltered
Spal awoay from the pride where she
gves Lirth Yo betuween 2 and b cuds.
Newborn cubs are valnerable and rray
Fall prey Yo hjenas or other predators
ewhen Lhe lioness leares thes
.IS l

Zo go /mn(in_g.
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Lions luwve raug/) (on_gelv5
wihveh) help to get insects
ot of each cthers' fur

I a licrness is weorried
aboert her cubs' Safety,
She wnl! carry thes n her
moedhy one by one, To a
Peo /w'eb'rg place.




\)’\Of; CUbS

i hen lion ~ubs are born f/lf}/’ Hfve
.5/»':3/7(/';/ .S;’o{.“.-d ool which becores ,Z'/)e
<ame colour a3 thair parerts W er aboeld
2 hrea monthiS. when the cwubs are a'vj
enceigh To Follow her, the Jioness takes
them to Cthe pride fo irtroduce Zhem o

2heir fadher. This can be a danqgerous
time GS @ rale lion will Somelimes bl
the cubs and Lher mether, it She Tries
to dedfend her youry- Yeunqg cubs ray
swekle from other lionesses in The pride

as well as from ZAeir cwn patAer.

hAT sday 1824 f{eljasf
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r the Kiver Mara)

Cads at play

we Fxad 9’-0(&*. fun wxge }"'3
b crtbs stalking each other
and play—~ighting. This bind of
’.’»‘J’(&'/ 5 '.M,'?ol'f{‘d as o }YC//VS I‘v’
the cubs to ledrn

heeriting SEs.
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sambua says thadt by aboet 3
vedrs of age, young sle lions
Pyt SC Jecwa Chear ,"n'dc. Those
males born arownd the Same Cime
wsl! wsually stay together for the
rest of heir lives. then they are
older cnd /}J//y Groean, l‘/)ey il
Cake over anciher pride, replacing a
dominind rile Chiat has become
Zoo old or weak. tdhern L/vs
happens they Sometimes &ill all
the existing cuds.
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A lion's prey inctfetdes
wildebeest, zebra, waterbeuck,
3:'.#(2/'/&, Keedee and beefFalo.
A lion exll get as close as
possible to its prey by hiding
in Che grasses and slowly
c}-ccpo'rg up until the prey is
about 20 to 30 metres aay.
will charge its wumoary prey. Old, sick
or ipjired animals make easy Zarge?s.
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2/t /ulnfbg, ~cenly af ,.:5;,(
late afterncon o |, e
early marnrg

e actually sa o iy

Zoday. It was u::z‘ods/»‘;s
Yo walch the /'.O'ESSCJ n
action, but shecking too, !
tambua has even seen lions
atacking a crocodile! i
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A lion Kl altracts Scarenger
like vallures, Ayyenas cnd
Jacka/s. Occasionally a large ‘
group of fyeras sy Cake cver

a Bl made by a small qroup |
of lions. Bt as wambua
po;nfec! aut, it 5 mrore /f(’t/y
to be lions that stedl prey
from hyeras or jackals. Lons
Srve even bean known to

i climé trees to get & a

lecpard s kill!
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lz lian prl'de enl! defend ids (erro'fory
@Q'ASf alher lions. T/rey :'Jenz‘;fy 2heir
Carritory &y lowd rearing, &y Spraying
lrees and rocks «with wrine and by Scuf¥
marking. wambua points owt claw marks
on a Lre= where 2he lions have beer
Scratclrng {or scwtf¥ mwv(’ug) Lions
a/So roar o commumcale with the rest

‘/f‘,/é
.

clionars -

o

X s late aﬁ‘omnwdu}c an the
road o~ w'rm&fd's alert eyes are |
'w:‘c?’:/ swarcing. Wa pulls @p and At Pheir fast Phree culbs . p'l’o
: S ot 2hair malhar. I asfad plambeea i S

o skl A Yacionia Aalvanoitsr 15 Comean.

: of the pride or Yo show arnger Toeards ws has Spotted. Spellbound, . : 35
’! o a”é"/;“'m lion. N Chrouyh cer Linaculars: an adult male Apparestly, a pride o'r”‘::s e ""‘L'
& dnd Fompife dre resting 2hwir Heads on adch ol fvar o ‘9*«(-03.‘ e rc.#r -5 :
the S of a micla Seon, ¢ Zhey resd haads, ok and perr. {
24 ' yeing = l




Lion habitat

Wi ican lions don.f e in dernse forests
Wu'l(lﬂl‘es, or in deSert areas colierea
Chere i3 hardly any qame. They preder Lo
Live in apen ,o!’:;fms' /:'{‘e Che Mara coliern
Chere 15 G persirent wler Sepply and
Plarty of" grass whch adracts lots oxf
/s fou Chem Co hunt,
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LisaS in Gn inCome 100 Some of Lhe pocrer ¢

sginlrins: I gves Che Jocal pecple & recson
to con sorve The frons, Sonce b Fresence
¢ Feract nadlhy Ixenlers.
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Lions are &30 sender
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Advea's lions are in danger. They wsad

v e all ewer Afca bedd now They are

M’y’ Fmeind in Che Sewidh Sahara deser?
N and in pats of Sculbern dmd eastern

L ffrica. Lions reed /uige areas o /funt i, s han frons live mear
a5 pecple Cale cvar move and more Farmiand they are often
Zhe r-m'»’ng wald areas for /“ifﬂ'ﬁ.’g, =A, ¢'m‘(3/t n Brared
ans are dang forced infe Smaller and o povSoned Sacasie
sorillmr Tarmlories. Ty Gre Seesn a3 Scirpat
" 7% \ Poo Phm Farm arsm
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\.:ha"b can we C!O,/ or’ds to remember 3
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wambeea totd ws A il 3“"“”,‘(‘) ‘.‘m % - Camoutiage The ”’a"("’?‘s and Mammal A ecoarm-blooded animdl BN

" lect mwng MUICH mIOre et ot T/  polowurings on an animal S coal that  which has har or fur. Female '

ht;:;.‘;c 3/’!5}’15 - ne Ms/ as px wZ et - dffow 2 2o blend in with its ]S Pro‘-/agg »rilk 2o feed

Py / : Ton &

Afvican cultare, ut a3 a myor TOHITS ¢ surroundings. their young.

@eraction ﬂ/cy&' ,ﬂoﬁc'/‘.\r'lg s 1:0 be
stapped and /ej('o" /zwnfifﬂ ot SE L

mrantored, lions need profection dard |
cnau&/v land o allow Lheir mm&r.:f fo |
increcse iof the Species +5 To Survive

swsind  When the wind direction Poaching The illegdl practice oF"
" (fi//;@ animals For medd, skins, vory
or trophies.

frorm iZ. Lions stand
£ 2heir prey so that the
' detect the lions' Pride A growup of lions.

alamde IS Che Sexd axy ne
can hele fions i3 to telf pacple
abevet Thwiy Py, IF e
pecie cove, Gverrmerts axll
Cantinim Co protect St i
lons and the creas of Scwvrwehy e
oper o Lhmy fiva.
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