Year 3 Literacy
Remote learning
1.2.21-5.2.21

At the end of next week, we are going to be writing our own fact files
about an African Elephant. These five lessons will build up the skills you
will need to write your fact file.



Lesson 1
LO: To identify the features of a non-fiction text.

At the end of next week, you will be writing a fact file about an African Elephant. We are going to use the a
range of text to help us and today we are looking at the book Lion Journal. Spend some time exploring the
book. You don't have to read it all foday.

The book is non-fiction.

What do you think 'non-fiction' means?

What is the difference between fiction and non-fiction?

Inside the book, there is a contents page, an index and a glossary.

Where would you expect to find these pages in a non-fiction
book? Are the at the beginning, middle or end?

Do you know what a contents, index and glossary are used for?

See if you can find them in the book. Hint: the glossary in this
book is called "Words to Remember".

You can look at the answers on the next page.



A non-fiction text is a fact text and fiction is a story.
For example, Mama Panya's Pancakes and My Brother is a Runner are both fiction. They are stories.
Lion Journal is non-fiction because it tells you information and facts.

What books have you read that are fiction? What about non-fiction?

"M The contents page is usually at the front of the book. It is in page number order and lists all
n;r.?% the chapters or sections in the book.

= The index is usually the last page in a non-fiction book. It is in alphabetical order and lists
= the topics, people or places that you might want to find more information about.

=5 The glossary is also at the back of a non-fiction book. It tells you the meaning of topic
s words in the book or any words you might not know the meaning of.



On the contents page, I can find out which
page a certain chapter is on.

For example if T wanted to read the pages

about ‘Lion Cubs' I would turn to page 20.
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elephants, I would turn to pages 7, 9 or 27.
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Find the contents page in Lion Journal and answer these questions:

What page would you turn to if you wanted to read about hunting?

What page would you turn to if you wanted to find out about The Savannah?
Now find the index page and answer these questions:

On which page would you find information about maps?

Which page will give you information about cheetahs?

How many pages could you read to find information about zebras?

Now turn to the glossary and have a go at these questions:

What is a pride?

What does it mean if an animal is grazing?

What is a scavenger?

and




Find the contents page in Lion Journal and answer these questions:
What page would you turn to if you wanted to read about hunting?
What page would you turn to if you wanted to find out about The Savannah?
Now find the index to help you answer these questions:

On which page would you find information about maps?

How many pages could you read to find information about zebras?
In the book, find a piece of information about play-fighting.

Find a piece of information about the dry season.

Now turn to the glossary and have a go at these questions:

What is a pride?

What does it mean if an animal is grazing?

What is a scavenger?

Can you find examples of these words in the book?




Lesson 2
LO: To find features of a non-fiction text.

Today we are going to look at another example of a non-fiction text and we are going to learn
about more features.

Most non fiction texts have these features:

heading Have you heard of any of these features before?
infroduction Have a look on the next page to find out what they are.
subheadings

photograph or picture

caption

fact box or 'Did you know?’
box




heading

tells the reader what the
text is about

infroduction

a short paragraph to
infroduce the reader to
the text

subheadings

tells the reader what the
paragraph is about

photograph or shows the reader what
picture something looks like
caption words underneath a picture

or photograph to explain
what it is about

fact box or 'Did
you know?' box

gives the reader and extra
fact or an interesting fact

Elephants live in Africa and India and are the largest

Elephants _

animals that live on land.

What do elephants look like?

Elephants have tough grey skin and large ears. They have a long

heading

introduction

nose called a trunk that they use to drink water. African elephants

have bigger ears than Indian elephants. Elephants have tusks to

protect them from other animals.

~

subheading

What do elehpants eat?
Elephants are herbivores
and eat bark and leaves
from trees.

What do elephants do?
Elephants are usually very
gentle but can get quite
cross. Elephants are very
clever and know how to find
water even when it is far
away. When they find
water they like to swim.

caption

photo

Did you know?

and a baby is called a calf!

<«——— fact box
A mother elephant is called a cow. The dad is a bull




Tigers

Read this text and find the features
Tigers are a type of big cat that live in India

and are very dangerous.

heading
What do tigers look like?
Tigers have orange fur with black stripes so they can
hide in tall grass. introduction

What do tigers eat?
Tigers are carnivores.
They hunt for their
food.

subheadings

photograph or picture

What do tigers do?
Tigers live on their own.
They like to hunt and
are the only big cat who
likes to swim.

caption

fact box or 'Did you
know?' box

A male tiger

Remember you can look at the
Did you know?

Tigers are an endangered species. That means Pr'QVIOLIS P09€ |f YOU need
there are not many left in the wild. some hints ©




Pandas

Pandas are the national animal of China. They are
related to bears and have black eye patches.

What do pandas look like?

There are two different types of panda. The giant panda is the
most well known but the red panda also lives in the mountains in
China. The red panda has a long tail and is the same size as a cat.
The giant panda is much bigger and has black and white fur. Both
the red and giant pandas are have long, sharp claws that they use

to climb trees and strip bamboo. m a0
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What do pandas eat? w—— A
Pandas are very fussy eaters. Most pandas only eat bamboo, a type
of grass. A giant panda will eat half their own weight in bamboo

every day. What do pandas do?
Pandas spend most of
their time eating or
sleeping. Young pandas
like to play with each

-
(&

A gant panda ating bamboo. other and can be very
naughty

Read this text and find the features

heading

introduction

subheadings

photograph or picture

caption

fact box or 'Did you
know?’ box

Did you know?
Pandas are endangered and if they are not looked after could
become extinct.

Remember you can look at the
previous page if you heed
some hints ©



Pandas

Pandas are the national animal of China. They are
related to bears and have black eye patches.

What do pandas look like?

There are two different types of panda. The giant panda is the
most well known but the red panda also lives in the mountains in
China. The red panda has a long tail and is the same size as a cat.
The giant panda is much bigger and has black and white fur. Both
the red and giant pandas are have long, sharp claws that they use
to climb trees and strip bamboo. o
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What do pandas eat? — :
Pandas are very fussy eaters. Most pandas only eat bamboo, a type
of grass. A giant panda will eat half their own weight in bamboo

every day. What do pandas do?
Pandas spend most of
their time eating or
sleeping. Young pandas
v like to play with each
A giant panda eating bamboo. other and can be very

naughty

Did you know?
Pandas are endangered and if they are not looked after could
become extinct.

Read this text and find the features

heading

introduction

subheadings

photograph or picture

caption

fact box or 'Did you
know?' box

Now see if you can find some examples of the
same features in Lion Journal. You could also
look at any non-fiction books you have at home
and see if you can find the features.



Lesson 3
LO: To retrieve and record information.

Today we are going to start finding out some information that we could use in our elephant
fact files. We are going to focus on diet (what they eat) and habitat (where they live).

On the website there is a document called ‘African Elephant Fact Text' that you will need
today. These will help us find some facts about elephant’s diet and habitat.

o _p_@e hanfs I'm going to show you how I will find some facts about diet.
e Tt Tve o g e Tndiaand are the largest— Eingtly T am not going to read the whole text. I will look at the subheadings

What do elephants look like? and see if there is a paragraph about dief.

Elephants have tough grey skin and large ears. They have a long
nose called a trunk that they use to drink water. African elephants
have bigger ears than Indian elephants. Elephants have tusks to

protect them from ofher animals. _— This paragraph is called ‘What do elephants eat?’ so I think I will find some

What dissslchomifs m?/ facts about diet here.

Elephants are herbivores

and eat bark and leaves
from trees.

I'm going to bullet point what I have found out. I don't need to copy
exactly what the text says. I can put it info my own words.
 Elephants are herbivores.

* They eat bark and leaves

What do elephants do?
Elephants are usually very
gentle but can get quite
cross. Elephants are very ;
clever and know how to find| F
water even when it is far
away. When they find
water they like to swim.

T — When I've finished looking at this text, I will have a look at a different one
T, to see if I can find out more.

A mother elephant is called a cow. The dad is a bull
and a baby is called a calf!




Have a look at the Elephant fact texts.

Can you find at least 3 facts about their diet (what they eat) and 3 facts about

their habitat (where they live)?

If you need to, ask an adult to help you read the texts.

It is up to you how you lay out your work but here is an idea if you need it:

 Hobdt
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Have a look at the Elephant fact texts.

Find and bullet point some facts about diet and habitat.

It is up to you how you lay out your work but here is an idea if you need it:

J
Dok Halouad i If you want to, have a look in any books you may
have at home or use the internet to find some more

facts. Make sure you ask permission from your
adults at home first.




Lesson 4
LO: To retrieve and record information.

We are going to continue collecting facts about African Elephants. Today we will find out about
their behaviour (what they do) and appearance (what they look like).

Complete the same activity as yesterday but this time look for facts about behaviour and
appearance.

Don't forget to use the subheadings to help you find the information you need and remember
you are just making notes so you can put the facts into your own words.

You can also use your own books or the internet to help you if you would like to research
yourself.



Lesson 5
LO: To use complex sentences.

If you would like to practise compound sentences aqgain, move straight to the mild challenge.

Today we are going to have a go at writing complex sentences. A complex sentence is a main clause (makes
sense on its own) and a subordinate clause. A subordinate clause does not make sense in its own.

This is the picture we use to represent a complex sentence: . .
P : : The conjunction we

A A~~~ A~ use for complex
sentences are.:
because, although,
| as, when
Main clause Conjunction Subordinate clause

Here's some examples:
Elephants eat leaves and bark because they are herbivores.
They look for a watering hole when they get thirsty.



The subordinate clause can go at the start of the sentence.

"~ A~ AANS

Conjunction Subordinate clause Main clause

For example:

Because they are herbivores, elephants eat leaves and bark.

When they get ‘rhirs@lephan‘rs look for a watering hole.

If a sentence starts with a subordinate clause, a comma is needed after the subordinate clause.



To write compound sentences.

Today we are going to write compound sentences.
First let's recap a simple sentence. A simple sentence has one main clause which makes sense

oh its own.

For example: Elephants are herbivores
Elephants eat leaves and bark. N
A compound sentence is two simple sentences joined with a conjunction. \

The conjunction could be 'and’, 'so’ and ‘but". —
Remember we use this image

to represent a simple

For example: Elephants are herbivores so they eat leaves and bark.
sentence.

! O

\ This is our image for a compound
sentence. The circle represent the

conjunction.




Have a go at writing your own compound sentences using the writing frame below to help you.

! O

Remember, our conjunctions are and, so and but.

Elephants have a long trunk

Elephants are usually gentle Q

Elephants have big ears Q
They can weigh up o 7500kg Q

Now see if you can come up with 1 or 2 of your own.

We would love to see your work today so please send a photo to year3@elson-jun.hants.sch.uk




Use the facts you have found about elephants to have a go at writing your own complex
sentences.

When you have finished a sentence, it is important that your read it to check that it makes
sense. Have you remembered you capital letters and full stops?

You can use the sentence starters below to help you then have a go at writing your own.

When they get hungry,

If they get too hot,

Because elephants have a good memory,

Because elephants eat a lot,

A Remember, you can put the
A A VAVAVAVAVA subordinate clause at the
4 start or at the end of the
sentence.
‘“‘A 2VAVAVaVaVYE

We would love to see your work today so please send a photo to year3@elson-jun.hants.sch.uk




Use the facts you have found about elephants o have a go at writing your own complex
sentences.

When you have finished a sentence, it is important that your read it to check that it makes
sense. Have you remembered you capital letters and full stops?

You can use the sentence starters below to help you then have a go at writing your own.

A ‘
/\/,\W
Remember, you can put the

G SUbordinate clause at the
start or at the end of the

h‘ /\/\/\/-'\/\/ , . sentence.

We would love to see your work today so please send a photo to year3@elson-jun.hants.sch.uk




